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the crown, but died at the end of the first half-year, in
1431, and Al Hayzari once more regained the throne.

There was a truce of two years between the two
kings ; but at the same time there was a continual
border war, carried on by the Algarades on either side,
and consisting in forays and the surprise of fortresses.
The Christians gained Huesca, but the Grand Master
of Alcantara was made prisoner by the vizier in an
ambuscade in 1438. Granada and Castille were alike
rent by discords : the one by the struggles of the Ben
Zeregh, or Abencerrages, and the Zegris, who brought
about a revolution and counter-revolution about once
in two years ; the other by the revolts of the nobles
against Alvar de Luna, headed by Don Enrique, the
king's eldest son, the first heir-apparent to bear the title
of Prince of the Asturias. In 1453 they succeeded in
the overthrow of that brave and able man, and the poor
craven helpless king could not save him from being
beheaded by his jealous and factious people ; exactly
as, at that very time, old Douglas Bell the Cat was
hanging Cochrane for being too faithful a minister to
the feeble James III. of Scotland. The unfortunate
Juan II. did not survive his faithful friend a full year ;
and in 1454 was succeeded by Enrique IV., one of the
weakest and most helpless of men.

In the meantime the unfortunate old left-handed
Mohammed could not restrain the contentions of his
nephews ; and while one Aben Ismael retreated into
Castille with a great number of Abencerrages knights,
the other, Aben Osmin, overcame his uncle, who was
dethroned for the fourth and last time. Osmin's rule,
however, was distasteful, and Ismael was invited back
in 1454. Osmin escaped to the mountains, and Ismael